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School & Communily Working Togelicr

From the desk of Jay Bellar, Superintendent

Mary times we ask the question: What defines a
good school? Are we doing all we can to be a good
school? What do we believe it takes to be a good school?
Our facilities are in great shape, but we all know brick
ond mortar are only a small part of the story. The
interpersonal relationships among students, families,
teachers, support staff, and administrators make up the
BCPS school climate. Emphasis on respect, engagement,
safety and care for our physical environment becomes
our shared vision. It is all of this that complefes the
picture of BCPS. This year, we turned our focus to being
kind to one another. We believe as a staff that kindness
is a frait that is much needed and much admired. We can
be kind fo one another and still do the job we need to
do. Being kind to one another makes for a positive school
climate for both for students and teachers. Academics
are only one aspect of education. Having a school that is
all encompassing of students’ needs is very important.
Being a good school also means that students feel safe,
cared about, and have the opportunities to become
invelved in activities. I believe that we are working hard
to accomplish these things here ot Battle Creek Public
Schools.

Another aspect of being a good school is involvement
of the community and parents. Battle Creek is lucky to
have many supporters throughout the community as well
os many parents who also are supportive. This was
evident during our last parent-teacher conferences.

Our attendance was quite impressive, and that to me is
another important piece to the puzzle. I would like fo
thank all who attended, We must remember that we are
a team and that we want the same thing: success for
your child, so working together is a must if we want to
achieve this success,

Speaking of success, our students and coaches have
been busy with winter activities. They have put ina lot

of fime and energy and should be proud of their
accomplishments and their successes thus far. At this
time, I would like to congratulate the BC Wrestling
Program on finishing in third place as a feam at the state
tournament and in second place at the Nebraska State
Wrestling Duals. State qualifiers were Caydon McCracken
(1st place), Collin Burton, Owen Lade (3rd place), Damien
Kersten (5th place), Ty Heimes (4th place), Preston
Bussey, Blake Heller (6th place), Austin Marx, Jan-Louw
de Jager (5th place), and Thai Thompson. Great season
guys! Both basketball teams were competitive this year
and improved during the year. The girls played in the
sub-district finals, and the boys made it all the way to the
district finals, just one game short of state. Thanks to the
coaches and players for working hard and representing
Battle Creek well. Our speech team continues to battle
week af ter week and prepares for districts and state that
will be coming up in the next few weeks, Good luck fo
them.

In the next few months, our students will be busy with
spring activities but also with NeSA and ACT assessments.
Please read Ms. Rotter-Hanser's article clarifying the
information you and your children need to know about
these assessments. It is important to remember that
students will need to take these assessments seriously and
do their very best. I believe that cur students will once
again do well as they have been well prepared by our
teachers,

Se again, what defines a good school? I believe the
definition of a good school is this: a place where students
take: an active part in their learning and get involved in
many activities; parents who are involved and supportive;
and teachers, staff, and administrators who provide a safe
and encouraging environment. In my opinion, I believe that
we are striving to meet this definition and will improve

day by day.



From the disk of T Heimes, High School Principal

The second semester is off to a great start, and our students and staff even enjoyed a couple of
snow days. This year we have had more snow days than years past; therefore, we will be making up
two days for both students and staff by extending the final day of classes to Tuesday, May 23.
Semester exams will be given on Monday and Tuesday, May 22 and 23.

In January our staff had the opportunity to attend a staff development in-service in Norfolk which
was hosted by ESU 8 and the Norfolk Public Schools. The day started with a keynote speaker
followed by breakout sessions for our teachers and administrators to attend. The keynote speaker
was George Couros. Here is a link of one of his talks: George Couros. He can certainly open our
minds to innovation and change that schools are facing today.

Speaking of change, in April all of our juniors will be required to take the ACT test as part of their
state testing requirements. All Battle Creek juniors will take the test on Wednesday, April 19" in the
multi-purpose room. The 7" and 8™ graders will continue taking the NeSA tests, which is the same
asin years past. The Nebraska State Accountability (NeSA) assessment determines whether a
student has exceeded the standard, meets the standard, or is below the state standard
academically. The ACT test will also determine if students exceed, meet, or are below the state
standards. At Battle Creek, students who score at the below standard category are required to take
an additional nine week course the following school year in the subject of their deficiency in order
to improve their proficiency. We hope that these interventions will help our students master the

skills necessary for their future. As parents, we would ask you to encourage your children to
do their best work and see that they get proper rest and eat a good breakfast on the day of the
assessment.

Many of our students are busy participating in one or more extra-curricular activities while
continuing to keep up with their school work. The month of March proves to be busy as our winter
athletic seasons come to an end and our speech team prepares for their final performances. | am
very proud of all our students for their participation, and | know the life lessons that they
experience while participating in high school activities will greatly benefit them in the future.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the parents who attended parent teacher
conferences this year. At our first semester PTC in October, we had a total of 89% of our parents
attend during the course of the two day event. During the one day, second semester PTC in
February, we had a total of 78% of our parents attending.

Finally, I would like to say thank you to our senior class and their parents. Graduation day will be
here before we know it, so enjoy your time together as a class and finish the school year off with
great pride and respect to Battle Creek Public Schools.


https://youtu.be/kZQKD83rsPw
https://youtu.be/kZQKD83rsPw

Bttt Creck Elementary. Buibiling Cliaracter

From the desk of Kyle Finke, Elementary Principal

The third quarter will be wrapping up quickly and
before you know it baseball, softball, and other
summer activities will be occupying our time. Like in
years past, the teachers and students have been busy
in the classrooms preparing for the Nebraska
Standards Assessment tests that will be taking place in
late March and early April for 3" through 6" grade
students. New this year will be a Text Dependent
Analysis piece that will require students to think about
a question and write/type a response for their answer.
This section of the assessment will not factor into the
score the student receives this year and will not
determine whether or not they meet or exceed state
standards; however, it will provide a peek into future
assessments. The tests for reading and math will be
two day assessments on back-to-back days, and as has
been done in the past, the 5t graders will also be
assessed in science, As time draws closer to those
dates, | will email information to parents about ways
to help prepare your child to do his/her best,

As you will see elsewhere in this newsletter, March 7
will be the annual Pre-Kindergarten and Kindergarten
registration night held in the multi-purpose room of
the elementary building. Mrs. Fink will start the night
off at 6:30 welcoming those 4-year olds that will be
preparing to start their very first year of school. At
7:00, those students entering Kindergarten will be
meeting with Mrs. McCracken and Mrs. Mettler to
discuss the happenings of a normal day in
Kindergarten. Along with the teachers on hand to
discuss their programs, Mrs. Wintz, the school nurse
will be there to discuss necessary shots and physicals

and Mrs. Lee will be giving parents the paperwork
needed prior to next school year. The high school
Family and Consumer Science classes will be on hand
to assist in watching any young ones during the
meetings.

Later in the month of March will be the annual
spring concert for PK-6 students put on by Mrs. Fink,
Mrs, Lade, and Ms, Johns, On March 30, students will
be displaying their talents on the elementary gym
stage beginning at 7:00 p.m with Mrs. Lade’s 5" grade
band. Along with the concert, Mrs. Becker will be
holding the annual book fair. Information will be sent
home prior to the concert about the book fair.
Students will be able to purchase books throughout
the week and on the night of the concert. Mrs. Becker
and Ms. McConnell will send home information as the
fair gets closer about available times to purchase

books.

| have watched the students progress in each
classroom this year. | have witnessed kindergarten
students go from recognizing letters and sounds to
reading small passages. | have seen the third-sixth
grade students working in the computer lab on
tutorials and practice tests for the upcoming NeSA
assessments. It has been a rather busy year and one in
which | have been able to look at student data and see
growth as well. 1 hope the students will finish strong
and continue to learn and grow as much as they have
the first three quarters.



Big Charges in.ouwr Stalle Assessmenls
From the desk of Cyndi Rotter-Hansen, Curriculum/Assessment/Technology Director

As | wrote last year about this time, our students take many standardized assessments: MAPs, NeSA,
ACT, SAT, NAEP to name a few. | would like to first discuss the NeSA (state) assessments this month
as the window for these reading, mathematics, and science assessments is March 23 - May 5, 2017.
This window includes the alternate tests as well. The ELA, mathematics, and science tests for
grades 3-4-5-6-7-8 will be administered in two independent sessions. This year, the students in
Grades 5-8 will also participate in one (1) Text-Dependent Analysis (TDA) prompt as part of
NeSA-English Language Arts (ELA).

Beginning with this 2016-2017 school year, students who are in their third year at the high school
level (juniors/Grade 11) will participate in the college entrance exam (the ACT) to be administered in
each high school in Nebraska. They will not participate in NeSA testing. This will be given in the
paper/pencil mode on April 19, 2017. The makeup date will be May 3™,

These ACT scores (at no cost to the students) may be reported to colleges, scholarship agencies, or
other entities as long as accommodations are ACT-approved. Because of this, the state is
generously providing schools with ACT Online Preparation (AOP). | enrolled all our juniors in the
system, and their teachers are taking advantage of this test prep in their classes. Be sure to ask your
child what he/she thinks of this AOP!

On a day-to-day basis we provide our students with multiple opportunities to learn our curriculum
in a variety of ways, including access to the skills and content required in the state standards. Itis
vital that our teachers gather student performance information throughout the school year in order
to determine whether or not daily instruction is preparing their students to perform well on the
NeSA & ACT tests. Because of this, our students in grades 3-8 are provided the opportunity to
practice in an online test engine called C4L. You may have heard your children speaking of this
throughout the year. The system, Check4Learning (C4L), is based upon a state-level item bank of
locally-developed multiple choice questions in reading, mathematics and science. Participation is
strictly voluntary and left to the district to decide. We, of course, chose to participate and are able
to select items that match the tested indicators and build interim assessments that may be given at
point of instruction at any time in the year. The purpose of the interim assessments are to
determine whether or not our students are “on track” with the important skills measured in the
summative NeSA tests. C4L provides instantaneous results to students and reports to teachers
about item analysis, individual classroom, building, or district reports. The intent is for our teachers
to have at their fingertips the data to adjust or change instruction. The system is a powerful tool to
inform and link the curriculum and instructional process to assessment.

All of this testing tells us “who's excelling and who's struggling; which strategies work, and which
don't; and where we should direct our limited resources to prepare all students for college and
careers that require strong writing, critical-thinking, and quantitative skills.” LIG Mills, K.H. (2015,
Feb 18). Why annual state testing matters. %>0=;N(1H 7 ??Ek



Foom tie Desk of Calhy Thompson, HS Juidance

High School Class Registration

This spring students will ke working on their individual class registrations for next school year, They will make their requests and
complate the process in PowearSchool. Students and parents can go directly online o PowerSchool o evaluate the students’
course selections. Students will be asked to take their schedules home to be approved by a parent.

College Testing (Juniors)

All juniors are now reguired to take the ACT Tesat with writing for their state test. This testing date has been set for April 19th here at
school. Juniors need to make sure they are not absent that day. These scores will get reported to colleges that the student selects.
Thera is no cost for the State ACT Test. Students wanting 1o take the April 8th Mational ACT test will need o register online by
March 3rd. If they plan on taking the June 10th test, they will need to register by May 5th. Students planning on going to a
four-year college are advised fo take fhe ACT at least twice, This fall they will have the opporfunity to test again in September,
October, and December. Students need to register and pay online at www actstudent.org. The cost is $38.50. Students planning
on attending a two-year college can take either the ACT or Accuplacer test, The Accuplacer test is not fimed and can be schedulad
during the waek al NECC for no charge. The advantage of taking the Accuplacer test is thal students can ratake parts of the test
(510 to improve their score 20 they do not have to take a remedial class at college.

Dual-Credit Classes

Any juniors or seriors who ane planning on taking dual-credit das=es this fall will reed to have taken the ACT or Accuplacer Lest
by May to assure that they meet the NECC enfrance requirements for each course. Students must also have a "B average.
Clazses fill up quickly so plan on registaring and paying for tuition costs in eary May. If seniors are interested in laking Fridays at
MECC classes, those registrations are due by April Tth. All juniors received a packet of information about dual-credit classes for the
2017-18 schoo year,

Career/College Planning

For information on career and college planning, check out the Battle Cresk Schools webpage and go to the guidance tab. Yo will
see a list of links that you can check out. Students can also go to individual college websites for information and to ke a virual
tour.

It is time for the juniors to get going on the college selection process, This spring they can be visiting with college reps at schoal,
visiting college campusas for junlor days, researching entrance requirements and costs, and looking at scholarship criterla. Coming
up in March, both the Bth and 9th graders will be attending a Career Day at NECC.
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Post Prom /ngormalion

The post prom committee has had monthly meetings since September of 2016 to prepare and
plan for this year's Post Prom celebration. This year's events will be held at the Battle Creek High
School on Friday, March 31" and the early hours of April 1", The post prom party is a great event
that benefits all senior and junior students and their dates. With only a couple months left, we
encourage all parents to attend meetings and sign up to help with the various committees that are
available,

This year we had several fundraisers including the ape fundraiser, soup supper, concessions,
tumbler/koozie sale, and ham sales. Each family was given the opportunity to take the buyout plan.
We are still actively looking for denations of cash and door prizes from area businesses,

Due to prom being held on a Friday this year, the doors to the high school will be open for students
at the conclusion of prom (11:45) and will remain open until 12:30 am when the doors will be locked.
Mo one will be able to enter or leave and then re-enter. Breathalyzer testing will be performed
before the student and date are permitted in to the post prom. For the safety of the students and
peace of mind for the parents, any student who leaves after the doors are locked, and before the
party has ended, will be required to have their parents called by a supervising adult for permission
to leave.

The post prom committee has planned many fun things for the students to do. We will have a
hypnotist to start of f the festivities followed by several games for the students. In addition to all
the fun being planned, there will be plenty of food and refreshments.

All students must sign themselves and their dates up in the high school office by March 17, 2017,
Sign-up sheets will be available March 1*'. There will be a charge for any date not from Battle
Creek or any freshman/sophomore date from BC. Post Prom shirts are also available free of charge
for those juniors and seniors attending the event. When signing up your date for a t-shirt, please
include their size and $6 for small, medium, and large and $8 for XL and XXL, as well as your size.
T-shirt orders will be going in March 20th, We look forward te another great year of making the
post prom party safe and fun for all our kids.

Pro-K # Kindrgarton. Registrtion

Battle Creek Elementary in Multi-purpose Room

Please bring a state certified birth certificate, social security card, and immunization
records.

Date: Tuesday, March 7th
Time: Pre-K @ 6:30 PM and K @ 7:00 PM
Located on Hwy 121: 305 South 4th Street

Meet the teachers and the school nurse.

FCCLA will provide childcare during the evening while parents register children.



As | sit down to write this, | realized that this will be my last newsletter. | personally would
like to thank the Battle Creek Booster Club mambers for allowing me o be a part of this
great club. | would also like to thank Mr, Bellar, Mr. Heimeas, Mr, Finke, and Mr, Wintz for
being so accessible to help improve and support BC Athletics. | would like to say thank you
to all of Battle Creek’s wonderful coaches; without yvour help and input, we wouldn't have
beean as successful as we have baan over the last threa years. It has been a fun, fast and
successful three yearsl

The Battle Creek Athletic Booster Club would like to thank all of our business sponsors,
booster club mambers and voluntears for another fantastic year. Our youth volleyball
tournament brought many teams to our great facilities and was another big success: thank
yvou! We will be having our annual Booster Club Youth Basketball Tourmnmey on March 18th
and will be neading many more voluntears to help make this a success. We look to have 32
teams in this tourney and will be playing games in the high school, elementary and St.
John's gyms. If you would be able to help with this one day event, it would be greatly
appreciated. Thank vou all in advance.

The Booster Club continues to financially support athletics with funds given to each fall,
winter, and spring sports teams. We have been and will be working with Athletic Director
Cody Wintz on providing more funds to the athlatic program in the future. We just finished
giving out scholarship checks to last year's graduates. Congrats and future success to each
and everyone of you.

Looking forward, we will again sponsor the Sportsmanship Award, and we will provide
multiple scholarships to our graduates. We will host the Booster Club/Alumni Golf Tourneay
on June 3rd at Kelly's Country Club Golf Course. For the 2017/18 school year, we will be in
nead of a Secretary/Treasurer for the club, and please consider volunteering; the time goes

by fast,

Thanks again for the continued support of the Battle Creek Athletic Booster Club which,
in turn, gives additional support to your student athletes of Battle Creek!

Submitted by Heath Mettler-Booster Club President

Current Officers: Heath Meattler, President (640-3804); Wendy Taake, Vice Prasident

(B60-0170); and Colleen Burgett, Secretary/ Treasurer (649-6180)

Tth/ath Track Schedule
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Senior - Austin Hurlburt

Foruary

Senior - Taylor Finke

Thursday, April&  Stanton Invite 1300 AM Juniar - Dylan Andersan Junicr - Ben Pracuner
Sophomaore - Brynn Hamsar Sophomone - Shalby Gbst
Tuesdey, April 18 BC bnvite 18500 AM Freshman - Balley Hurlburt Freshman - Stacey Frisch
Eighth Grade - Mikayla Miller Eighth Grade - Payton Kersten
slﬂ.lfﬂﬂhmu Eﬂfﬂm@m 00 AM Sesnenth Grade - Tait Heimes Senen th Grade - Roger Migsure
Manday, April 24 Pierce imvite 100 FM Decemiber Fabruary
Tuesday,May2  Wayne bnvite 00PN Sankar - Wyatt Hamar Sanior - Chios Gillaspla
Juniar - Stane Kraft Juniar - Lucas Hrabanek
Monday, MayB  Wisner-Pikges Invite 00FH Sophomare - Cody Bufgett Saphemare - Austin Marx

Freshrman - Hyltﬁ.‘ MeLean
Eighth Grade - Reece Bode
Spuenth Grade = Meghan McCracken

Freshrman - 'I'-Hushl‘l Finkral
Eighth Grade - Alli Peterson
Sewenth Grade = Ethan Miller







